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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MASS 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR M88A1 RECOVERY VEHICLES 
REF: KUWAIT 4494 

1 . WE ARE PREPARED TO CONSIDER FAVORABLY GOK REQUEST 
FOR EIGHT M88A1 MEDIUM RECOVERY VEHICLES REPORTED REFTEL. 

2. PRIOR TO RESPONDING FORMALLY, HOWEVER, WE WANT TO 
INSURE THAT TWO PERTINENT ISSUES ARE FULLY CONSIDERED 

BY GOK: LOGISTICS COMPLICATIONS DERIVING FROM INTRODUCTION 
OF US-SOURCE VTR IN LARGELY BRITISH SUPPLIED ARMORED 
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CORPS, AND LONG LEAD-TIMES ASSOCIATED WITH PROCUREMENT 
OF M88A1. 

3. AS REFTEL INDICATES, GOK ACQUIRING SIGNIFICANT 
QUANTITY CHIEFTAIN TANKS ADDITIVE TO CURRENT CENTURION 
INVENTORIES. VICKERS ALSO MANUFACTURES ARMOURED RECOVERY 
VEHICLE FV 4204 BUILT ON HULL DERIVED FROM CHIEFTAIN 
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PROVIDING CONSIDERABLE SPARE PARTS COMMONALITY. GIVEN 
KUWAITI PERSONNEL LIMITATIONS IN ALL TECHNICAL FIELDS, IT 
WOULD APPEAR LESS THAN EFFICIENT TO OPT FOR A US RECOVERY 
SYSTEM WHEN BRITISH-BUILT VEHICLE SO READILY AVAILABLE. 

4. LIMITED PRODUCTION OF M88A1 HAS INDUCED LEAD TIMES 
OF 32 MONTHS OR MORE. GOK SHOULD NOT BE MISLED INTO BE- 
LIEVING THAT PROCUREMENT OF THIS VEHICLE WOULD PROVIDE 
MEANINGFUL RECOVERY CAPABILITY IN TANDEM WITH CHIEFTAIN 
DELIVERIES WHICH, AS REFTEL INDICATES, ARE ALREADY WELL 
ALONG. VANCE 
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